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The Arbella
  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

My book, Elite,  seems to be giving me 60 seconds of UU 
fame.  The UUA staff took an excerpt and featured it in the 
UU World, other staff invited me to do a workshop at General 
Assembly, and still other staff asked me to come to the UUA 
and conduct a chapel service.  This book has somehow made 
me a reputed expert on class.  Right after the article appeared, 
the emails soon followed. “Could I provide concrete and 
helpful information about a faith that speaks to the poor and 
the rich?”  Yikes.  I thought I was naming an historical issue, 
and not issuing a remedy for how to attract all kinds of people 
to our congregations.  I could suddenly tell us how to be more 
diverse.  I could suddenly bring different kinds of people 
together.  Pretty soon I wondered if they might expect the 
parting of some UU Red Sea equivalent.  Walking on water?  I 
was a failure at water skiing.  Who were they talking about 
having insight into all these questions?  Surely not me.

Obviously it is nice when people take notice of something we 
have done.  We all love accolades.  But then we begin to 
wonder if we are imposters, about to be exposed. Someone 
asked me for book suggestions on class issues.  I realized I was 
in trouble. I don’t know what the current literature is.  I am a 
historian, remember?  I can tell you about the established 
church here in Massachusetts, but that was disestablished in 
1833. Is that recent enough?  Then I began to think they are 
going to see right through me. Someone is going to ask a 
question about what we should do today, and I will have to 
fake an answer.  

Soon we begin to see that there are other imposters around, 
too.  I recently had a key failure on our Volkswagen van.  It has 
one of those plastic electronic keys that is different than your 
standard pointed metal key.  This is rectangular, battery 
powered and programmed with a computer chip.  I had 
wondered about this dealer when we first bought the car, after 
we asked the salesperson if it was one of those cars whose 
lights automatically light up during the day. He said, No.  Well, 
it turns out that it is one of those cars. Hmm.

Sermons and Services

March 6,  2011 - 10:30 a.m.

“Creating Community with Care”  
Mark Harris,  Amy Urban and Lee Pierce
 Caring Heart Circle

Today we celebrate a Caring Sunday in 
response to the recreation of a “Caring 
Heart Circle.”  This is the group of 
members and friends who have volunteered 
to cook meals, give rides, visit, send cards, 
etc.  For the service, members will be asked  
“How does caring for others feed your 
soul?”  and How have you been cared for?

Music: Youth and Adult Choir will sing.
Greeters: Paul Dansereau & Julie Miller 
Social Hour: Beth Parsons & Charmian         
          Proskauer  

March 13, 2011 - 10:30 a.m. 
 
“Is All Religion One?”   Mark W. Harris

Bring a Friend Sunday

Stephen Prothero says that it is misleading, 
and even dangerous to think that religions 
are different paths to the same wisdom.  

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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But the key incident confirmed the experts as imposters.  
First, they told me to change the battery in the key. I 
tried over and over to pry this little battery out, thinking 
I could fix it myself. Then I spoke to someone else who 
said, “oh no, the battery only controls opening and 
closing the door.  If it won’t turn on the ignition, you have 
a real problem.”  Finally, Andrea took it to the dealer, who 
said they would order a new key.  After a couple of weeks 
waiting, the parts department couldn’t seem to figure out 
if they had it or not. Then it turned out, there were two 
parts to the key, and they only had one.  Finally after 
many phone calls and some exasperation, it was 
confirmed that they had what they needed to  rekey the 
car.  Fortunately, it now works.

Slowly this experience with the car dealer was reminding 
me of some of my medical visits where they seem to want 
me to diagnose myself, and I have to remind them, 
“No, you ‘re the doctor.”   Yet these experiences have 
ultimate worth despite the exasperation and fear factors.  
It turns out that nobody knows what they are doing, and 
we are all just stumbling along together.  I am no more an 
imposter than the next guy.  As a minister this should 
make me a lot more tolerant.  I can be happy to let people 
try out new things at church, because “experts” seem to 
be trying out new things all the time.  Somehow we all 
survive.  We are all doing the best we can within our 
limits. I need to change this imposter language though, as 
it seems too Calvinistic, and focused on sin and 
ignorance.  A good UU approach might be “inherently 
worthy expert in training.”  Now I don’t have to feel so bad 
about my lack of knowledge.  So, what do you want to know 
about class?   

Mark

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

But isn’t that what we UUs teach?  Do we 
ignore the differences in religions to try to 
somehow say they are all the same?

Music: Children’s Choir will sing.
Greeters: Paul Montesino & Michael             
    McCarthy
Social Hour: John Portz and Meredith Montague

March 20, 2011 10:30 a.m
   
“King James at 400”         Mark W. Harris

First Hour -  9:00 a.m. There will be a discussion 
on the role of the Bible in UUism.  Copies of 
UU Views of the Bible will be available.
Service/ Sermon at 10:30 a.m.: This year marks the 
400th anniversary of the publication of the 
King James Bible.  Many of us grew up on this 
lyrical and poetic rendering of the scriptures.  
Does the Bible still have relevance to UUs, or is 
it time to maketh haste to endeth our 
relationship to a time of Lords and Ladies, and 
saith goodbye?
Committee Fair after church. 

Music: Chris Jolliffe, soloist
Greeters: Susan Lind-Sinanian and Lani 
    and Hannah Gerson
Social Hour: Randy Rhoda and Teo Ellsworth 

March 27, 2011  -  10:30am
 
“Confessions of a Carnivore”   Duffy Peet

Inordinate numbers of people throughout the 
world go hungry every day. At the same time 
vast amounts of grain are fed to livestock that 
will eventually be consumed by a small 
percentage of the world’s people. As one of 
those who have the resources necessary to get 
the food I need to survive and thrive, I consider 
the ethics of a diet that includes meat.

Music: Adult Choir will sing.
Greeters: Michael and Anna Lombardo Anctil
Social Hour: Johanna Swift-Hart and Kyle Hart

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 from previous page...CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
As the snow and ice of February begins to thaw 
and the melt water runs back to the sea we can 
look forward to the spring rains ahead.   I 
wanted to share with you some of the exciting 
events going on in our Religious Education 
program.  The children and youth spent all of 
February in a multiage exploration of water as 
we celebrated Green Sanctuary Month.  The 
children learned about local water, ground water, 
water conservation, water reduction, water 
pollution and water policy.  Each week a member 
of the First Parish Green Sanctuary committee 
led the children through discussion, craft 
activities, games, the sharing of water (and a 
snack) and a take home project.  The kids 
learned so much, more than any of us could have 
hoped.

During social hour after each session I would ask 
both the kids and the leaders how the session 
went.  The kids would usually tell me something 
they learned, or talk about their favorite activity, 
or show me a craft that they were proud of.  I 
love the exuberance with which they show off 
the accomplishment of a project they have 
worked hard on, or the pride with which they 
share some newfound knowledge.

When I asked the leaders how the session went, 
they responded by telling me how much fun they 
had, and how great the kids are – and it is so 
true.  This congregation is filled with wonderful, 

vivacious, bright, kind, funny, enthusiastic, 
loving children.  And all of these children have 
one thing in common – they are well loved.   
That is a direct reflection of not only their 
parents, but the entire congregation.  At the 
service of Dedication of Children the 
congregation pledges to support these children 
and help guide them in their development.  
Every time you talk to a child in service during 
greet your neighbor, every time you ask a young 
person about their life while sipping coffee in 
social hour, every time you teach a Sunday 
School class or mentor a youth, or bring your 
child to church you are showing them that they 
are important and loved.

The First Parish community provides children 
and youth with a safe, nurturing and welcoming 
home in which to develop their spirit and 
character, to explore their faith formation and to 
grow.  The time, attention and love you share is 
evident in the wonderful children here.  It is 
something we can all celebrate.

In Faith,

Rebecca

Children’s Worship

On Sunday, March 6 the First Parish Youth Group will provide a worship service for children and 
youth focused on the theme of water.  This service will last 20-30 minutes, after which we will 
create a banner on the theme.  During the service we will collect an offertory and at the end of the 
year the kids will decide on which charity the kids would like the offering to go.  When the 
children enter the sanctuary they will be given a small envelope in which to place their offering.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss what the offertory at church is, and why it is important.  
I encourage you to have your child contribute to the offertory from their own money.  If they do 
not receive an allowance perhaps they could do some work for you or a neighbor.  Children get 
more out of the experience of giving when it is their own money. 
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First Parish Family Potlucks

Please join us for these three evenings of family fun and learning.  These are opportunities to 
gather in community, share an enjoyable meal together and learn some useful skills..

We will gather together in the social hall for food and fun.  After we have eaten the children and 
youth will watch a movie and play with friends (child care provided), while the adults meet for 
discussions led by our Woburn Grant teachers Heidi Bedrossian and Jack Cash.  The Religious 
Education Committee has scheduled each session on a Sunday evening from 4:30 – 6:30

3/20 Positive Behaviors
This session will address issues of behavior both in and out of the classroom.  We will discuss 
techniques to help children behave in a way that helps them enjoy their community, reach their 
full potential and find success.

4/10 Bringing Your Bliss 
In this session we will focus on how to share what you love with children.  We will talk about how 
to encourage young people by sharing what you love.  There will be suggestions on how to avoid 
lecturing and excite learning.  We will explore how to discover what your bliss is, and ways to 
provide others to enjoy it along with you.

5/15 Excite to Educate
Beyond Lesson Planning, this session will look at how we 
figure out what we want to teach and how to do it effectively.  
We will look at a variety of curricula available and make it 
easy to understand and teach.  We will also discuss teachable 
moments and structuring effective learning environments.

All are welcome at these potlucks.

Green Sanctuary Month

Part of the process of becoming certified as a Green Sanctuary is to educate the 
community about environmental awareness issues.  Beginning last spring the Green 
Sanctuary Committee and the Religious Education Committee have been planning 
and working together to provide a month of fun and education for our children.  We created a 
curriculum based on the theme of water and highlighted the work that the Green Sanctuary 
committee has been doing around our church.  Kelly Morton took the lead from the RE Committee 
and Mike Anctil, Norah Mulvaney, Kathy Button and Eileen Ryan each led a session with the 
children.  We are grateful for the time, energy and enthusiasm with which they approached this joint 
effort.  Thank you to everyone who contributed to this wonderful and informative program.
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MUSICALLY  SPEAKING
Since the adult and youth choirs will be singing 
songs with texts by William Blake (1757-1827), I 
did a little research about him.  William Blake is 
known as a poet, a painter, and a printmaker.  
He combined his talents when he did 
engravings or paintings that presented his 
poetry.  He and his wife, Catherine, were the 
editors and printers of his works, and each copy 
they made is unique.  His poetry is considered 
“mad” by some and “visionary” by others.  Most 
certainly, he protested the dogmas in 
established religions.  I was unable to find any 
reference to his being a Unitarian, yet his beliefs 
seem similar to ours.  For example, he would 
have agreed that a church community should be 
welcoming to people of varied sexual 
orientations.

I first became aware of Blake’s poetry when I 
performed some pieces written by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams scored for oboe and voice as 
duets.  Each of the songs is a different poem by 
William Blake.  I played these songs for a senior 
recital in college.  The singer I chose was a 
tenor who was a born-again Christian.  He 
refused to sing two of the songs, as they were 
contrary to his beliefs.  One of the refused 
songs was The Divine Image, 

…Then every man of every clime,
That prays in his distress,
Prays to the human form divine
Love Mercy Pity Peace.

So, instead of performing the entire Ten Blake 
Songs, we only did eight. I learned right then 
that Blake was a controversial figure. 

The adult choir will sing from Songs of 
Innocence, The Lamb:

Little Lamb who made thee?
Dost thou know who made thee?
Gave thee life & bid thee feed
By the stream & o’er the mead.

Our youth choir will sing a lively setting of  
Tiger Tiger:

Tiger, Tiger, burning bright,
In the forests of the night;
What immortal hand or eye,
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?

Musical Highlights for March include:

March 6th:  Our youth choir will sing Tiger Tiger 
by Mary Lynn Lightfoot.  Our adult choir will 
sing The Lamb by Kenneth Neufield.  Both texts 
are by William Blake.

March 13th:  Our children’s choir will sing a few 
songs.  We will share a fun song about poor 
people, Big Rock Candy Mountain.  We will sing 
Harriet Tubman with an added ending that 
brings our attention to immigration issues.  We 
are singing the round, Chairs to Mend, about 
street vendors, and we may also sing Walk 
Shepherdess Walk because it is so beautiful.

March 20th:  Our guest soloist is Chris Jolliffe 
who is back for a second time to First Parish.  
Chris writes his own songs, he sings and plays 
guitar, and he loves to bring the richness of his 
work in a hospital in his songs. I will be 
enlisting the “Choir Dudes” to come for a one-
time rehearsal to sing back up with one of 
Chris’s songs at the service.  

March 27th:  The First Parish Choir will sing at 
church during the worship service and also at 
the Choir Festival, open to the public at 3 pm at 
the West Newton UU church.  Many choirs will 
be there to share their music and all choirs will 
be combining to sing a couple songs at the end.  
We sang in this event last year and it was a 
thrilling afternoon for all of us.  Please come to 
hear!  I think they ask that you bring some 
canned food for the local food pantry.

See you in church!       

Charlyn
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The political upheavals in Tunisia, Egypt, 
Bahrain and Libya have captured my attention 
during the past several weeks. The willingness of 
the people in those countries to join together to 
speak out against oppression and injustice and 
to call for change has been impressive and 
powerful. 

As I have followed reports regarding the 
developments in these countries I have been 
transported back in time some thirty-plus years. 
In the fall of 1978 I had moved from Illinois to 
Kalamazoo, MI to begin work on my Master of 
Social Work degree. While at the housing office 
of Western Michigan University looking for 
information on places to live I connected with 
another student who was there. The student was 
from Iran. He asked if I would be interested in 
sharing an apartment. With an eye toward saving 
money I took him up on the offer and we soon 
found a two bedroom apartment and moved in.

Within just a few months the situation in Iran 
became the focus of national and international 
attention. The Islamic Revolution swept the 
Shah from power and ushered in a new form of 
regime, not an autocratic regime such as the 
Shah’s but a theocratic regime. My roommate at 
the time was overjoyed at the downfall of the 
old regime and hopeful for the future of his 
country just as I believe are many people in 
Tunisia and Egypt where leaders have already 
toppled. It is very likely that just as in the case 

of Iran these countries where political unrest 
and change are in process will be the origins of 
significant migrations of people to other parts of 
the world, including the U.S. As we go about our 
lives as usual, the lives of millions of people are 
in turmoil and chaos.

 As individuals we may have little impact on 
what is occurring in these faraway lands, but 
there is something we can do to make a 
difference for at least some of these people. We 
can contact our elected representatives and let 
them know it is time to reform the immigration 
laws of our country. Those who will be displaced 
by the political upheaval currently underway will 
need safe havens to go to at least for a time. This 
country can and must be one of those safe 
havens. 

If our hope is to see democracy flourish in the 
world what better way to nurture it than to 
make it possible for people of other countries to 
experience democracy first hand by experiencing 
it here in our country. If we are welcoming to 
our neighbors, no matter how far away they are, 
we can share the best of what we are with them. 
It is probable that some of the people who 
would come to this county will eventually return 
to their countries of origin and they will take 
with them a different vision of what is possible. 

Duffy

MINISTERIAL INTERN MINUTE

AMONG US

KATZ, MCCREADY TO WED
 
Carole Katz is pleased to announce the 
engagement of her daughter, Kim Katz, to 
Scott McCready of Glen Rock, New Jersey. A 
fall wedding is planned at Habitat in Belmont, 
Massachusetts.
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MARCH- APRIL, 2011 
Children’s Clothing Exchange
 
This need is great!!!  Recently the Children's 
clothing Exchange agency in Cambridge, MA 
was flooded and the program lost ALL of their 
clothing donations. Our FPW March-April 
Giving Box Effort for this agency will be 
collecting clothes (gently-used or new) for sizes 
"Toddlers through Teens".  ALL SEASONS 
clothes will be accepted.

Please select WINTER/SPRING/SUMMER/
FALL clothing: coats, jackets, shirts, sweaters, 
slacks, pants, sweats, snowsuits, shorts, tee 
shirts, socks, p.j.'s, boots, shoes and sneakers. 
ALL is appropriate. EVERYTHING is 
welcomed.  Please remember to select clothing 
that is new or gently-used ( an article which 
you would be comfortable wearing). Torn, 
tattered or stained or unwashed articles would 
NOT be appropriate for this population who 
deserves dignity.

We repeat....their need is great.  Watch for 
updates in the Sunday Order of Service and the 
Friday email news.  We take this opportunity 
to thank our volunteers, Kelly Morton, Karen 
Allendoerfer and Elisabeth Strekolovsky who 
will coordinate this effort along with another 
(to be named later) volunteer.

As always, we thank you the members and 
friends of FPW who make our Giving Box 
Efforts successful each and every month.

Sending warm and sunny greetings, 

Jill Shaw and Barbara Farrell

CLEAN AND GREEN       

by Eileen Ryan
 
Commercial household cleaning products are one of the biggest contributors to indoor air 
pollution and have been linked to many human ailments. The use of certain chemicals in cleaning 
products is directly correlated with increased cancer rates, asthma, chemical sensitivities, 
decreased sperm counts and infertility and allergies. Household hazardous products including 
paints, solvents and cleaning supplies also pollute our waterways and the air we breathe. 

Using chemical-free cleaning supplies is easy. There are now several brands of environmentally 
friendly household cleaners available. Look for products that have biodegradable surfactants and 
are phosphate and chlorine-free. Automatic dishwashing detergent is an especially toxic product. 
Ecover, Seventh Generation and Trader Joe’s all produce non-toxic dishwasher detergent. Bon 
Ami is a chemical-free powder cleanser that is a good substitute for cleansers with chlorine added 
such as Ajax and Comet. Oxo Brite is a non-chlorine bleach powder and a great substitute for 
liquid chlorine bleach.  

GREEN SANCTUARY CORNER
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There are also a variety of enzyme-based cleaners now available that are non-toxic and chemical 
free. Most cleaning supplies can be substituted for with common kitchen products. Distilled white 
vinegar, baking soda, lemon juice, seltzer water and pure soap (biodegradable, phosphate and 
fragrance-free) can be used for most cleaning purposes. Baking soda mixed with water on a sponge 
can be used to clean counter tops. For stains on counters, other than granite, squeeze fresh lemon 
juice on the stain, let sit for 45 minutes sprinkle with baking soda and rub with a wet sponge. Floors 
can be cleaned with a mixture of liquid soap and ½ a cup of vinegar in two gallons of water. Clean 
carpet and upholstery stains by sprinkling them with baking soda, leaving the baking soda on 
overnight and vacuuming the next day. Furniture can be dusted with a damp rag or mix ½ teaspoon 
of olive oil with ½ cup of vinegar or lemon juice, apply to a soft rag and use it to polish furniture. 
Anti-bacterial soaps should be avoided. Tea tree oil and hydrogen peroxide are two good 
antibacterial choices.  

There are many books available about non-toxic cleaning and the health effects of chemicals used 
in cleaning supplies. I recommend “Naturally Clean – The Seventh Generation Guide to Safe and 
Healthy, Non-Toxic Cleaning.” Have fun making your home cleaner and greener. 

ADULT  EDUCATION

Adult Education Series led by Duffy Peet 
“Immigration as a Moral Issue”
Monday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 pm    
March 7 & 21 & April 4

Do you know when the immigration that 
allowed you to be in this country occurred in 
your personal or ancestral history? The 
current scientific theories on the origin of our 
species would indicate that at some point in 
time even the first human on this continent 
was an immigrant from another land. Today 
immigration is a contentious issue in our 
country. There are so many different 
perspectives that can be taken when 
considering how to perceive and address the 
issue. This course will provide participants 
with important information about many 
aspects of the immigration issue and will 
encourage us to consider whether our 
country’s current approach to dealing with 
immigration is morally sound. While it is not 
required, attendance at all sessions is 
encouraged since most sessions draw from 
material previously presented. Please contact 
the church office if you are interested in 
attending.

Book Discussion

On Sunday, March 13 at 7:00 p.m. Mark Harris 
will lead a discussion on the book:The Death of 
Josseline: Immigration Stories &om the Arizona 
Borderlands.  This book has been featured by 
the UUA as part of a denomination wide read.  
It tells the story of those who have been 
caught up in this international tragedy.  

 
New Monthly Adult Series before 
Church

This month marks the first in a series of 
monthly adult programs before church.  We 
will host these discussions in March, April, 
and May.  The first of these will be on UU 
Views of the Bible and will be held on March 
20 at 9:00 a.m. led by Mark Harris.  We 
believe one of the next two will be on the 
topic of “Transitions.”   If we have a good 
response we will have monthly adult programs 
before church in the fall.
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Benefit Concert on March 12 
Don’t miss the Benefit Concert on Saturday, 
March 12 at 8:00 pm to benefit the Friday 
Night Supper Club. Knockabout will 
perform, entertaining us with ballads, chanteys 
and songs of the sea. Discounted tickets for 
$18 will be on sale during social hour on March 
6. If you can contribute baked goods for sale at 
intermission, please contact the church office.  

Charitable Collections
Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
our Charitable Offering for February. We were 
able to send a grand total of $506 to PATS 
(Pediatric Aids Treatment Support in China).  
Eliza Petrow, daughter of Beth Parsons, and a 
graduate of our church school was here to 
explain the program.

The charitable collection in March will be on 
Sunday, March 20 for Cambodian Assistance 
and Cultural Preservation Project, a non-profit 
501(c)(3) organization that conducts charitable 
projects in the Kingdom of Cambodia 
following the traditional Buddhist and 
Cambodian cultural practices. It aims to 
support and preserve what is left of these 
traditions after years of war, genocide and 
poverty. Mike Altamari is the contact person 
for this collection.

SAVE THE DATE! Sat., March 26th 
FPW’s Annual Dinner and Talent Show!  
Potluck dinner will be at 6 p.m., Talent Show 
begins at 7 p.m. Contact Michael Collins 
(frenchcollins@comcast.net) to reserve your 
spot in the talent show line-up. Also, Call for 
Artists: Carole Katz will be accepting one or 
two pieces of art or craft you would like to put 
on display during the Annual Dinner event.  
Bring your work to the conference room that 
evening.The Annual Dinner is hosted by the 
Fellowship Committee. Hope to see you all 
there!

Immortality, First Parish and You

First Parish has remained in continuous 
existence since its founding in 1630 in large 
part because our forebears felt so strongly 
about the importance of the church to their 
community that they provided for it in their 
wills.  The endowment that enables First 
Parish to operate as successfully as it does 
today exists as a result of their foresight and 
generosity.  

The Trustees of First Parish, as part of their 
responsibility to maintain and grow the 
endowment for the benefit of future 
generations, are initiating a process through 
which current members will begin to consider 
how they can contribute to insuring the 
continued vitality of the church into the future 
through providing for the church in their wills.  

To begin this process the Trustees have invited 
Jack Flynn, an investment advisor, to join us at 
a pot luck on Wednesday, March 16 at 6:30 to 
discuss our feelings about the importance of 
the church being able to continue to thrive, 
the concerns many of us may have about 
leaving part of our estates to others than 
family members, and the different approaches 
that are available to those who decide that 
they want to leave money to First Parish.

If you are interested in learning more about 
how you can support First Parish into the 
future, you are warmly invited to join us for 
this discussion.  

Please let Nancy know if you plan to attend by 
calling the church at 617-924-6143 or emailing 
her at fpwatertown@comcast.net

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:frenchcollins@comcast.net
mailto:frenchcollins@comcast.net
mailto:fpwatertown@comcast.net
mailto:fpwatertown@comcast.net


  FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN MARCH 2010

 PAGE 10

Canvass
The Canvass is about to begin.  The Canvass 
Sunday kickoff was February 27, and the skit is 
March 6. The dinners have been scheduled.  If 
you are not attending a Canvass Dinner we still 
need to know your financial commitment to 
First Parish this month.  The fiscal year ends 
March 31, and the new one begins April 1.  The 
annual meeting is on April 17.  A member of the 
finance committee will be in touch with you 
about pledging.  Pledge Cards and brochures 
about the canvass are available at church.  We 
need to plan our future with your commitment 
now.

Bring a Friend Sunday
Do you have a neighbor or friend who would 
enjoy the fellowship and friendship of First 
Parish?  Why not invite them to church on 
March 13? This service will help newcomers 
understand UUism with its topic of: “Is All 
Religion One?”

Green Sanctuary Film Series
The next film in the Green Sanctuary Film 
Series will be a film for the whole family.  It will 
be shown on Friday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m.  We 
expect to have pizza before the film at 6:30 p.m.  
Please RSVP if you (or your children) want to 
eat.  One film under review is the anime classic 
Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind.  More 
details later in the month.

Bikes Not Bombs Drive
The annual Bikes Not Bombs Drive will take 
place on Saturday, April 16 from 12:00 to 5:00 
p.m. Give your old bikes a new home. Each year 
Bikes Not Bombs processes about 6,000 used 
bikes, brought in as donations by people like all 
of you, who do not want to see good resources 
thrown out.  BNB ships about 4,800 donated 
bikes to economic development projects n 
Ghana, Tanzania, Guatemala, and Nevis Island 
every year. The remainder are used in youth 

Earn-a-Bike programs or repaired by teenage 
mechanics as part of vocational training 
programs.  The Bike collection will take place 
at St. John's Methodist Church on Mt. Auburn 
St. Our FPW Green Sanctuary Committee is 
planning to make this a larger effort this year. 
Final details next month. This program is co 
sponsored with The World in Watertown, and 
often our Youth Group has participated.

Ushers Needed

RAGTIME: THE MUSICAL - Based on the 
1975 novel by E.L. Doctorow, this powerful 
musical tells the story of three distinct ethnic 
groups in early 20th century America.   
What: Ushers take tickets and give out 
programs before the performance. They get to 
see the show for free. This is a great opportunity 
for families to volunteer together. Teens can earn 
community service hours.
When: April 1 & 2, April 8 & 9 and April 15 & 16
Friday & Saturday evenings ushers arrive at 7pm;  
Matinée performances at 1 pm Saturdays, April 9 
and 16
Where: Emerson Umbrella Center for the Arts, 
40 Stowe Street, Concord (Concord Center) MA
Contact: Kathy Warren, Volunteer Coordinator 
at kwarren@emersonumbrella.org or call 
978.371.0820
For more information see http://
www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/our-current-
production/

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  from previous page...

http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/auditions/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/auditions/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/auditions/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/auditions/
mailto:kwarren@emersonumbrella.org
mailto:kwarren@emersonumbrella.org
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/our-current-production/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/our-current-production/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/our-current-production/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/our-current-production/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/our-current-production/
http://www.emersonumbrella.org/theater/our-current-production/


  FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN MARCH 2010

 PAGE 11

Calendar
For details on the events and where they are held you can go to our new online calendar. It is updated through 
the end of the year. Go to our website: fpwatertown.org and go to the member page and click on calendar. If 
you want to schedule or change an event, please let Nancy in the church office know and she will do it for you.

March 2     Parish Committee meets at 7:30pm    
March 3    Choir meets at 6:30pm
March 5    Cooking with Andrea at 6pm
March 6    HRW Committee meets at 12pm
     Canvass Dinner at First Parish at 6pm     
March 7  Adult Education Series on Immigration meets at 7pm
March 8            Finance Committee meets at 7pm
March 10  Choir meets at 6:30pm
March 12  Benefit Concert at 8pm
March 13  Bring a Friend Sunday
              Worship Committee meets at 12:15pm
  Book Discussion on “Death of Josseline” at 7pm
March 16 Trusteees Sponsored Potluck at 6:30pm
March 17  Choir meets at 6:30pm
March 20  Adult Education on the Bible at 9am
  Committee Fair at 12 pm
  RE Family Potluck 4pm
March 21    Adult Education Series on Immigration meets at 7pm
March 24  Choir meets at 6:30pm
March 26  Annual Dinner and Talent Show 6pm
March 27  Intern Committee meets at 8:45am
  Committee on Ministry meets at 9am
  Choir Festival in West Newton at 3pm
March 28          Religious Education Committee meets at 7pm
March 31 Choir meets at 6:30pm

UU Camps and Conference Centers
Many of the UU Camps and Conference centers 
are mailing us their summer brochures and flyers.  
The booklets describing the summer conferences 
can be found on the side table in the sanctuary, or 
look on the bulletin board (UUA Section),  Ferry 
Beach provided some pamphlets as well.  These 
have been placed in our rack. They also sent a flyer 
about their least expensive conference – a work 
week in June.  

Short term furnished rental sought for couple 
in their early 70’s in the greater Boston area.  
Apartment, condo or small house, with access to 
public transportation ideal.  Exact time frame is 
flexible – from 2-3 months in spring to early 
summer 2011. If anyone has a lead, please contact 
Norah Mulvaney-Day .

Bully Behavior in Cyberspace

World in Watertown is sponsoring a program on 
March 14 at 6:45pm at the Watertown Free Public 
Library. The program is "Bully Behavior in 
Cyberspace". The program will feature a panel of 
local experts from schools , police and the DA’s  
office. Childcare is available. If you need childcare 
please email the church at 
Fpwatertown@comcast.net. 

Library Book Cart Needed
The Green Sanctuary committee is in search of a 
gently used library book cart to store sustainable 
resources (available to the FPW congregation).  
We currently have several items in a nicely 
decorated box, however we have out grown this.  
It you can help, have questions or ideas please 
contact Mike Anctil. 
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